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Tales from the 1000 Islands




A Thousand Islands...
A Thousand Stories.

Read some of the best of the thousand tales in Island Reflections.
Here’s a preview of just a few:

HDTIQ)‘ Bee Island

E A magical retreat for an illusionist and his wife
*-;‘ﬂ *3 from California.

i

Boldt Castle is getting a glamourous makeover on Heart
Island, where North America’s most romantic unlived-in castle
is becoming a popular destination for weddings.

Y Visit the island in the Admiralty Group of the Thousand
B Islands near Gananoque of Susie W. Smith, author of the
=48 First Summer People The Thousand Islands 1650-1910.

Falryland Island

A private island in New York state near Heart Island of grand
estates and Fairyland rmins and Broomstick Castle where folklore
has it an “invalid” little gid miraculously recovered in the 1800s.




Honey Bee

its magic. But not every island
has its own magician.

I t can be said every island has

Honey Bee lsland is the summer

home of professional magician and
illusionist Michael Laprade and his
wife |anice of California. “This is
what we refer to as our driveway,"
says Michael, steering his boat
through the narrow passage of
the LL5./Canada border on the 5t
Lawrence River by the Thousand
Islands Bridge near lvy Lea known
as the International Rift. “Right
now, you're on the Canadian side
and I'm on the American side,”
Michael says to me as | take in the
scenery from the passenger's seat.

Only a few minutes later we're
pulling up to a dock with a canary
yellow surfboard bench. There's a
Honey Bee Island sign and a cen-
tury-ald cottage wich a screened
porch on the top of a small hill.

“Swimming here is like being
in an aguarium,” he says, pointing
to the clear water that circles the
Canadian island.

Michael, a Montreal native and
retired prison counselor, discov-
ered the Thousand Islands when
he returned to Canada in 2000 for
his grandfather'sl00th birthday.

"I didn't have a clue what the
Thousand Islands were until | was
50 years old.”

But the place soon cast a spell
over the magician and his wife,
Janice. He remembered first
catching a glimpse of Boldt Castle
on Heart Island in a magazine
story on a flight to Paris three

It’s Magic

Honey Bee Island, Ontario

years earlier that captured his
imaginatian.

Michael first started moon-
lighting in magic when he wasn’t
warking at the California Men's
Colony, a prison in San Luis
Obispo, California, He met Janice,
a dental hygienist, and she became
one of his stage assistants. Now
retired, the couple summer in the
Thousand Islands, They winter in
Britcany, France in another historic
house they've renovated. Both are
offered as rentals when they are
not in residence.

The couple was having cocktails at
the Gananoque Inn during their trip
nine years ago when Janice picked
up a real estate guide, They came
across an advertisement for Honey
Bee Island and made an appointment
to see the property. “As soon as we
saw the island, we said “YWe're in big
trouble.” Ve fell in love.”

The object of their affection
was long-neglected. The property’s
heirs had vacated the log cabin for
over two decades. Mice nestled

in mattresses while dirty pots and
pans remained in the kitchen,

The couple bought the island in
September 2000 but did not get the
submarine cable installed for power
and phone until June 2002, They
started spending summers there in
2004 when Michael retired.

The renovation was a labar
of love for the California couple.
They transformed the cabin into an
upscale retreat gecting rid of yel-
low and turquoise walls in the pro-
cess. "Feople will say to me "You're
Honey Bee,” says Janice with a
laugh. "And I'll say ‘I'm Honey Bee
but he's Honey Do

They added distinct touches
to the cabin with a pink granite
fireplace, including a brass honey
bee knocker, deerskin curtains and
naturally, a piece of Houdini's man-
sion. Michael went to the vacant
Houdini property when it burned
down in the Hollywood Hills many
years ago and picked up some
foundation fragments from the
chimney for postericy.
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In suspense on Wizard Island, Gregcrn

The couple has brought the
historic property into this Century.
Mow “it's a WiFi |sland,” says Janice
proudly.

The first person the couple
became acquainted with in the
nearby area was the operator of
the local landfill as they dumped
boat loads of debris.

But their dream island — which
celebrated its |00th anniversary as
a private island this year — quickly
took shape. They lovingly renovated
the |34-vear-old cabin, which was
transplanted to the island from the
mainland years after the Crown
sold the praperty to private buyers.

They love its seasons and re-
treat to their cabin in spring, sum-
mer and autumn. “ln California,
fall is a date on our calendar,”"
said Michael. “We love fall. This is
where we want to be.”

“This really is the heart of the
heart of the Thousand Istands,” said
Janice.

Michael, who performed at the
private club for magicians ealled
the Magic Castle of Hollywood,
loves the tranquility of what he
fondly calls “the Bee."

An illusionist with the company
Starfire Productions, Michael tock
two years to get his pyrotechnic
special effects license to incorpeo-
rate fire into his act.

He levitated people and even did
5o for a publicity shot on another
island — Wizard Island in Oregon.
“It's not a wrick. Ic's real magic,”
Michael says of his craft including
pocket magic using coins and string
ina pinch on the island to demon-
strate the poinc. "You can almost
suspend reality for a few seconds...
there's artistry behind it,”

Michael recently entertained at
a Thausand lslands tribute concert
by the Toronto folk band Great
Lake Swimmers in Brockville who
entertained aboard the deck of the
Fair Jeanne tall ship to celebrate
government funding for Brockville's
Maritime Discovery Centre. But
he spends most of the summer
enjoying the simple magic of
Honey Bee Island with Janice,
family and friends.

The couple now enjays their
Thousand Islands retreat, a labour of
love that all started with a glimpse of
Heart Island on a tourism brochure.

“Island people see spportuni-
ties and possibilities where other
people see obstacles,” says Janice.
“In this area, there's story after
story after story.”

Honey Bee Island's magical
transformation in the "heart of the
heart” of the Thousand Islands is
one of them.
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lLocated between
thespans ofthe
1000 Islands
International Bridge

Hill Istand, Lansdowmie

(613)659-2335

Open #days a wedk
Mid April through October
» 130 Metres Above the
St tawrenoe River |
+ 3 Obzervation Dedes:,
(Tendosed) B
+ High powered Binaeubars
= High Speed Elevator *
« Buses Weftomme
« (anadiand.and
Souvanir Shops
« Cheese and Ice Cream Shop:
« CUrrency {udunge it

Wﬂt&rfmnt Dreams..ﬁ Rﬂﬂﬂ!‘.‘}"

= Docks

* Boathouses

= Pile Driving

* Drodging

= Barge Workl

* Retalning Walls

* Floating Dochks,
Boat Porls &
Breakwaters

* Authorired Dealer
of Golden Boat Lifts

* Boalt Litt & Seadoo
Lift Instaliations

» laland Septic
Instaliotions &
Shorefine Pump Quts

* Permit Sorvices

= Froe Estimates

» Mew Construction

& Hepalrg

Kenneth Kehoe
511 1000 Islands Pkwy, Lansdowne

613-6

59-4626

Fully Licensed & Insured
References Available

www.kehoemarine.com
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